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MOROCCO

Morocco, a mesmerizing North African country,
entices visitors with its diverse Iandscapes, vibrant
markets, and rich cultural tapestry. '
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MOROCCO

At the crossroads of Europe and Africa,
surrounded by Mediterranean waters and
opening onto the vastness of the Atlantic Ocean,
Morocco is a wonderland for nature lovers.

It is the “land of the distant sunset”, a destination
rich in contrasts, with a two-thousand-year-old
history where several dynasties succeeded one
another. Here you will discover remains of the
greatest Mediterranean civilizations. In the north
of the country, the Roman ruins of Volubilis stand.
In Rabat, pieces of architecture are evidence of
the ancient French presence. Everywhere else,
there are several treasures tracing the Muslim
civilizations: the Kasbah of the Oudayas, the
green expanses of the Menara gardens.

Between sea and mountains, desert sands and
green plains, astonishing panoramas are displayed
to shower you with tranquility and natural beauty,
enchanting vivid pictures with the richness of a
brawling culture.

CASABLANCA

Casablanca, Morocco'’s bustling coastal metropolis,
is a vibrant blend of modern sophistication and
historical charm. Famous for its iconic Hassan
[l Mosque, one of the largest mosques in the
world, Casablanca boasts a skyline dotted
with contemporary architecture and seaside
promenades. The city’s dynamic atmosphere is
complemented by bustling markets, chic cafes,
and a lively arts scene. As Morocco's economic and
cultural hub, Casablanca invites visitors to explore
its cosmopolitan character, luxurious resorts, and
the timeless allure of the historic Medina, creating a
unique fusion of tradition and progress.

FES

Fes, an ancient city in northern Morocco, is a
captivating blend of medieval heritage and vibrant
culture. Known for its well-preserved historic
medina, Fes el-Bali, it offers a maze of narrow
streets, bustling souks, and architectural marvels
like the Bou Inania Madrasa. Fes is renowned for
its traditional craftsmanship, from leather goods to
intricate ceramics. The city’s spiritual heart lies in
the University of Al Quaraouiyine, considered the
world's oldest continuously operating educational
institution. With its rich history and immersive
ambiance, Fes stands as a cultural treasure and a
must-visit destination for those seeking an authentic
Moroccan experience.

MARRAKECH

Marrakech, a vibrant city in Morocco, captivates
visitors with its rich blend of ancient traditions and
modern allure. Known for its bustling medinas,
colorful souks, and iconic landmarks like the Jardin
Majorelle and Koutoubia Mosque, Marrakech offers
a sensory feast of sights, sounds, and flavors. The
city’s historic architecture, lively street performances,
and the bustling Djemaa el-Fna square create an
enchanting atmosphere that immerses travelers in
the magic of Moroccan culture. With its intricate
palaces, aromatic spice markets, and a backdrop of
the Atlas Mountains, Marrakech stands as a must-
visit destination for those seeking a truly immersive
and exotic experience.

© African Travel Inc. www.africantravelinc.com 03/19/2024




MERZOUGA
Merzouga, a captivating desert village in
southeastern Morocco, is renowned for its

mesmerizing Saharan landscapes and towering
golden sand dunes. Located on the edge of the Erg
Chebbi dunes, Merzouga offers a gateway to the
vast Sahara Desert. Visitors can embark on camel
treks to witness the breathtaking sunrise or sunset
over the dunes, explore the unique desert flora
and fauna, and experience the hospitality of Berber
communities. With its otherworldly ambiance and
the opportunity to stay in traditional desert camps,
Merzouga provides an unforgettable and immersive
desert experience in the heart of Morocco.

OUARZAZATE

Ouarzazate, often referred to as the “Gateway
to the Sahara,” is a fascinating city in southern
Morocco. Nestled amidst striking desert landscapes,
Quarzazate is renowned for its ancient kasbahs,
including the famous Ait Ben Haddou, a UNESCO
World Heritage site. The city serves as a cinematic
hub, with its studios having hosted the filming of
numerous iconic movies and TV shows. Ouarzazate's
unique blend of historical charm and cinematic
allure, surrounded by the Atlas Mountains, makes
it a compelling destination for those seeking both
cultural richness and natural beauty in Morocco.
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RABAT

Rabat, the capital city of Morocco, is a blend of
historical charm and modern vitality. Home to the
impressive Royal Palace and the historic Kasbah
of the Udayas, Rabat offers a enchanting journey
through centuries of Moroccan heritage. The city’s
elegant boulevards, well-maintained gardens, and the
iconic Hassan Tower contribute to its unique allure.
As a political and cultural hub, Rabat invites visitors
to explore its museums, vibrant markets, and the
tranquil shores along the Atlantic Ocean, creating
a harmonious fusion of tradition and contemporary
life.

SKOURA

Skoura, situated in the breathtaking Ouarzazate
province of Morocco, is a serene oasis known for
its lush palm groves, ancient kasbahs, and timeless
landscapes. Nestled along the Route of a Thousand
Kasbahs, Skoura offers a peaceful retreat with its
traditional mud-brick architecture and flourishing
gardens. The mesmerizing Amridil Kasbah, a
UNESCO World Heritage site, stands as a testament
to the region’s historical significance. Visitors to
Skoura can explore the tranquil surroundings, visit
local markets, and experience the authentic charm
of rural Moroccan life in this enchanting oasis.
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MOROCCO

CLIMATE

Morocco’s climate varies across regions. Coastal areas
enjoy a Mediterranean climate, inland cities have hot
summers and cooler winters, and the Sahara Desert
in the south is arid with extreme temperatures. The
Atlas Mountains influence local climates, offering
a diverse range. Coastal regions are pleasant year-
round, while inland and desert areas are best visited
during milder seasons like spring and fall.

CURRENCY & CREDIT CARDS

The official currency unit of Morocco is the Moroccan
dirham (DH) which is abbreviate (MAD).

You can pay by cash or credit card. When paying by
credit card, the exchange rate applied is the current
rate. The maximum commission depends on each
issuing institution, is generally 1%.

If a credit card is not accepted in an establishment,
it is preferable to pay in dirhams. The best places to
change your currency are the exchange offices that
are in the tourist squares of each city in Morocco.
Your bank will tell you where you can withdraw
your money. ATM bank machines are widespread
throughout Morocco. International credit cards Visa
or MasterCard are accepted by most hotels, some
restaurants, shops, and petrol stations. You can
change your currency at the airport or in hotels as
well. The counters will require your passport for the
transaction.

SHOPPING HOURS

The typical business hours for shops and businesses
are from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, with a break for
lunch from 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM. However, some
businesses may open earlier and close later, especially
in larger cities and tourist areas.
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LANGUAGE

Exploring a country means learning about the
language. Morocco’s two official languages are
Arabic and Amazigh, or Berber, but almost all
Moroccans speak and understand French. Spanish is
widespread in northern and southern Morocco. You
will be enchanted by Arabic. The language sings and
its warm intonations encourage conversation. The
Amazigh language, which uses the Tifinagh alphabet,
is the shared heritage of all Moroccans.

VOLTAGE
The standard voltage is 220 V at a frequency of 50 Hz.

ELECTRICAL PLUGS

In Morocco, types C and E are the official power
plugs and sockets used. Since type F plugs are
identical to type E plugs, they can also be used with
type E sockets.
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Visitors should respect the outlook of the local
people towards photography and only use cameras if
they have permission from the person or people the
picture is being taken. Never try to “steal” a photo
against the will of the person concerned. Let your
tour guide or escort help you negotiate terms before
you start shooting! It is also against the law to take
photographs of border posts, persons in uniform,
and of course, military installations.
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